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!  My annual report to you is an opportunity for me to recognize some very 
important people who make what we do as a Friends organization possible.  

!  Thank you to Red Davis for sending out the postcard to all the members about 
todayÕs meeting. And thank you to all of you for your attendance. 

!  A special thank you to our Vice President, Joan Decker for making sure our 
Friends group advocated and succeeded in repairing the beautiful mosaic mural 
on this building this past summer. Special note of thanks to Joe Woods, Director, 
Recreation and Parks for his support in helping us succeed in this endeavor, as 
well as the many volunteers who devoted their time and service. 

!   Please also join me in recognizing and acknowledging this wonderful 2009 Board 
of Directors who have provided such glorious service to our Library: Nancy 
Burke, Joan Decker, Ric Deschler, Susan McElhinney, Joan Petersen, Red Davis, 
Jennifer Redman and Laurie Allen.  

!  A special thank you to outgoing board member, Nancy Burke for her years of 
dedicated service to the Friends and this Library. 

!  Thank you to new Board members, Jan Goldman and Jack McCurdy for their 
willingness to serve with us in the new year.  

!  Sometimes there are people that we never meet that do things for us because they 
want to Ð I hope you will also share in my appreciation for that work Ð Keith 
Bergher for his creative graphics work on all our Wednesday program flyers and 
bookmarks, and Rick Gilligan for keeping our website up-to-date and user 
friendly and printing of those beautiful flyers, posters and bookmarks that Keith 
has designed to promote our Friends programs. 

!  A special thank you must be given to the 22 local authors who shared their 
journey with us at the Morro Bay Library this year: Andrew Peterson, Dr. Lucia 
Capacchione, Terry Sanville, Marguerite Costigan, Jane Elsdon, Sylvia Alcon, 
Rosemary & Cal Wilvert, Paula Lowe, Destry Ramey, Anne Schroeder, Hal & 
Renee Belch, Kevin Patrick Sullivan, Carole Adams, Joe Dana, Loren Nicholson, 
Marion Wolff, Dr. Bob Alberti, Cathe Olson, Chuck Dowdle, and Judy Philbin.  

!  A special thank you to our Morro Bay Library staff for their willingness to 
support and coordinate so many Friends sponsored programs Ð such as: 
refreshments at our ReadersÕ Community Discussion Groups that hosted local 
authors, the Volunteer Recognition Event; ChildrenÕs Story Hour, Summer 
Reading Program and special childrenÕs events. 
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!  Speaking of KeithÕs designs, if you havenÕt already, I hope you will take a Winter 
Series bookmark with next yearÕs Wednesdays program. I have also included a 
bookmark, which has a description of all our WednesdayÕs programs at the Morro 
Bay Library. As Friends members, please tell all your friends about this free 
program. These bookmarks are also available for download at our website: 
www.morrobayfriendsoflibrary.org  

!  Please take a bookmark which will also be made available for downloading from 
our website www.morrobayfriendsoflibrary.org that gives the important Friends 
calendar dates for 2010.  

!  Please also take a flyer for our special ReadersÕ Community Discussion Group 
Event when we read and discuss over a 3 week period in March Ð The Pillars of 
the Earth by Ken Follett.  

!  Next year I am excited to announce that we will be hosting 23 local authors 
during our Wednesdays @ the Morro Bay Library series! 

!  In 2008 we had 454 participant visits (as of 12/10/08) to our WednesdayÕs 
program. Note: On 9/16/09 we surpassed last yearÕs record with 459 participant 
visits by that date. This year, (as of 11/18/09) I am proud to report that we have 
hosted more than 555 participant visits coming this year to our Wednesdays 
programs (already over 101 more participant visits than last year) Ð and we still 
have more Wednesday discussion programs for this year! If you would like to be 
on our confidential email notification list of upcoming Wednesdays programs, 
there is a sign up sheet in the back of the room. 

!  On October 26, 2009 the City Council approved The Peace Pole project in honor 
of our beloved retiring Branch Manager, Jude Sanner Long. The 8Õ version that 
has been approved will have 8 languages Ð English, Spanish, Chumash, Arabic, 
Sah-lee-nan, Japanese and Animal Paw Prints Ð with the message translation for: 
May Peace Prevail on Earth. Although the Friends have set aside the full amount 
to pay for this project, and because Jude is suggesting in lieu of gifts donations be 
made to the Peace Pole project, people interested in honoring and supporting Jude 
can make their donations directly to the Morro Bay Friends of the Library and 
designate Peace Pole Project on your check. Any money the Friends do not spend 
on this project will go back to our account to support Library Services overall. 

!  Jude has devoted over 34 years to our community and this Library. I hope you 
will consider joining us on Sunday, January 24, 2010 between 2-4 p.m. in this 
Room as the Friends and Staff host a celebration in honor of Jude. Please take an 
invitation. We also have an opportunity for you to help us and hope you will sign 
up to bring a dish, or help set up or tear down after the event Ð the sign up sheet is 
in the back. 

!  If it werenÕt for this Board, this project would not be happening Ð and thus, in 
honor of Jude and this Board, my gift for them is a mini-version of the Peace Pole 
Ð as a reminder to JudeÕs presence in our lives Ð and the impact she has made on 
this Library. The mini-peace poles are in English, Spanish, Hebrew and Japanese. 
The languages are representative of the message that encompasses all that Jude is 
and does in her life and all that we can aspire to be a part of Ð May Peace Prevail 
on Earth. Thank you again to our Friends of the Library Board Ð and especially to 
Jude Ð you will be missed. 
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!  In my role this year, I felt like an Ambassador for this Library Ð and I probably 
share this feeling with my fellow Board members. As I mentioned earlier, I have 
had the wonderful opportunity of working with a phenomenal staff, dedicated 
volunteers and many city staff in reference to many of the library projects and 
initiatives that have been promoted by the Friends Ð  some of which included: 
getting the community needs met with space and services and conveying that 
message to the City Council as we support the county and city in negotiating a 
lease for this Library; the Peace Pole project; our many Friends programs, and 
certainly my experience with the Wednesdays group. One of our first campaigns 
was the Call to Service Ð in which we asked each of you to consider giving back 
to your community by becoming a Volunteer at the Morro Bay Library. We are 
grateful to the many who answered that call. For those of you, who are still 
undecided, there is always room for more Ð and I encourage you to take a Call to 
Service postcard in the back of the room and a volunteer interest form, and 
consider what you might want to do on behalf of your Library.  

!  In closing, in honor of the many volunteers, who help us make our book sales 
successful, and the authors and participants who have graced our WednesdayÕs 
program, and especially because of my utmost respect for Jude, I am donating 
$200 to the Morro Bay Friends of the Library Ð to go towards the Peace Pole 
project. Thank you for allowing me to serve you this year, and trusting in my 
leadership of the Friends for another year! 

 
 
 


