
 

PresidentÕs Report Ð September 19, 2008 
 

1. Noah Smukler’s campaign committee is planning to donate extra funds from the election to 
community-based non-profits and has recognized the Morro Bay Friends of the Library as a deserving 
entity.  His campaign is planning on listing the community organizations as part of his campaign donation 
materials so that donors are aware of our intent.  He also shared, ÒAlong these lines of transparent 
budgeting, we also plan to post our campaign expenditures online at the website.Ó I shared along with 
appreciation for his campaign’s gesture,  ÒI hope you will also make clear in your publications (and this may 
be true for other non-profits as well) that your support to the Friends does not automatically constitute an 
endorsement by the Friends - as our bylaws do not allow us to get involved in political campaigns.Ó  
2. For those who didn’t catch it, here is another opportunity to appreciate how important our Morro 
Bay Library Staff is to the public at large: September 5, 2008 Letters to the Editor – The Tribune 
MorroÕs library rocks: The public library in Morro Bay should be complimented. I am a visitor from the San 
Joaquin Valley. I do not know of any valley public library that has Wi-Fi available “around the clock.” Even 
though the library is closed on Mondays, people are able to avail themselves of this service by being close 
to the library—within range of the server. It is hard to believe that this service is absolutely free. No coffee 
or meal is needed to use this facility. The librarians are very cordial and most helpful. There are also 
computers available for public use, even though the time is limited—which is very understandable. 
The availability of books and publications is also excellent. Thank you again, Morro Bay citizens for 
providing this delightful venue. Rene Lastreto Fresno 
© 2008 San Luis Obispo Tribune and wire service sources. All Rights Reserved. 
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3. For National Friends of the Library Week October 19-25, 2008, Supervisor Patterson is sponsoring 
a Board of Supervisors resolution in honor of all the County Friends groups. We were allowed to contribute 
to that resolution. A special thank you goes to our Friends Board for their suggestions as to how best to 
represent our Friends group in this resolution. Thus, an edited version led to:  
 Whereas, the Morro Bay Friends of the Library, which formed in 1974, promote our library by purchasing 
library books and funding programs to foster the love of reading for children and adults of all ages; and the 
Friends endeavor to preserve and strengthen the importance of the Morro Bay Library in our community by 
hosting weekly free programs such as conversations with local authors and reading discussion groups; 
several group meetings and surveys to discover what the community wants for their library which led to the 
publication of Our Vision of Morro Bay LibraryÕs Future Ð Where do we want to go?;  providing a successful 
Chamber mixer which encouraged interaction with the business community and quarterly book sales which 
have contributed additional resources for the library; as well as advocating with City Council on the 
importance of our Library so that we can secure an ongoing lease for continued services in our 
community; thus, the work of the Friends highlights on an on-going basis the fact that our library is the 
cornerstone of our community worth supporting because it provides important benefits for everyone.   
 
What was actually included in the final resolution was: 



 

WHEREAS, examples of some of the special FOL-funded projects are, Atascadero LibraryÕs efforts to 
design and fund the expansion of their present library; Cambria Library providing half of the costs of their 
new library; the doubling of CayucosÕ library space as a result of successful negotiations with the local 
school district; a book storage shed at the Creston Library; new furniture and a modular unit at the Los 
Osos Library; the publication of the Morro Bay LibraryÕs own vision document; Nipomo (still waiting to hear 
back); Paso Robles LibraryÕs sponsorship of six (6) attendees at the American Library Association meeting; 
a volunteer recognition event at the San Luis Obispo Library; San Miguel (still trying to get something); a 
Òbooks for babiesÓ initiative at the Santa Margarita Library; Shell Beach LibraryÕs memorial garden; 
Templeton libraryÕs fund-raising for their new library; and  
4. Congratulations to Jude and her staff for the phenomenal conclusions raised about the Morro Bay 
Library in the 2008 Library Evaluation Tracking Survey for the San Luis Obispo City-County Library 
system. Specifically on page 11 it stated, “Since 2006, Morro Bay has had the largest improvement, going 
from 55% “extremely” satisfied to 69%. 
5. The Wednesday’s program for 2009 has expanded and will have a “new” look. We are now 
promoting these programs by season – Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall Series. Thus we will have one  
bookmark per season to list all our programs for that season. We are continuing with our successful 1st & 
3rd Wednesdays Readers’ Community Book Discussion Group. Currently the 2nd Wednesdays program has 
been a Current Topics Discussion Group focusing on a specific book/topic. In 2009 our 2nd Wednesdays 
program will now be called Inspirational Wednesdays which focuses on books that inspire us and help 
guide us to change our world for the better. We are continuing our tradition of celebrating local authors at 
our 4th Wednesdays program, but have also added three 5th Wednesdays to host additional authors 
interested in joining us at the Morro Bay Library each Wednesday from 10 a.m.-12:00 p.m. For next year, I 
am excited to report that we have 17 local authors we will be hosting at the Morro Bay Library  – 10 during 
4th Wednesdays – 3 during our 5th Wednesdays – and 4 during our Readers Community Book Discussion 
Group!!! I have included our new bookmarks that have been designed for 2009 for the Board. They haven’t 
even been released to the public yet! Bookmark one asks: Looking for Something to do while in Morro Bay? 
– it then goes on to describe the Wednesdays program at the Morro Bay Library. The second bookmark 
promotes our Winter Series Wednesdays program. I hope you can encourage your Friends to attend, as 
well as find some time to come as well! We are truly excited to bring these Friends sponsored programs to 
our Library. 
 
 


